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“Describe” and “Evaluate” Questions 
 

In Paper 3, Section B asks you to “Describe” and then “Evaluate” a certain topic. 

You should aim to spend approximately 45-55 minutes on this entire section. 

Altogether, you should ideally write at least four sides of A4 paper for this entire section. 

Use paragraphs and spaces to organise both answers in a neat and controlled structure. 

Although there is no restriction at all, it really helps to attempt Part A first so that you can 

recall all the information related to the topic before going on to evaluate it in Part B – you 

can even refer back to Part A to remind you of the topics you can evaluate. 

 

 Describe what psychologists have discovered about… (8 marks) 

In this question, you need to display your knowledge of the topic. Think about the topic’s 

position in your syllabus and recall the different subtopics that it includes. 

 

You will gain marks if you: 

 Cover a range of bullet points on the syllabus in a balanced manner 

 Use and define a variety of psychological terminology 

 Write accurate and detailed descriptions and explanations 

 Use named studies and research as examples to support the information 

 Structure your answer to keep the information organised and the expression clear 

 

 Evaluate what psychologists have discovered about… (12 marks) 

The question includes a named issue that is necessary for you to mention in your evaluation. 

 

You will gain marks if you: 

 Use your AS knowledge of issues and debates 

 Use psychological terminology and define all the terms you use 

 Write accurate and detailed explanations with clear expression 

 Write about at least 3 issues or debates alongside the named issue (total: 4 issues) 

 Use named studies and research to support your points 

 Use an “issue by issue” structure rather than a “study by study” structure 

 Make logical conclusions, include brief summaries and highlight key points 


